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Introduction

The end of the Cold War was thought to be an end of history. End of
history, not only in the form of liberal international system as
postulated by Francis Fukuyama, but also an end of history from
holistic perspective where sustainable development would be the order
of the day. What perestroika and glasnost brought to Africa amount to
misery, poverty, maldevelopment and a lacuna in the area of economic
opportunities. To most states in the continent, clouds of war, conflicts,
banditry, kidnapping and politics of zero-sum-game pervade the
atmosphere. The end result of this comes directly to the down-trodden
people who are the majority and stay in the countryside. A few states
did not taste the bitter pills of instability, but this does not mean that
they enjoy food security. The imposed neoliberal international
economic relations subjected Africa to the level of “beggar-thy-west”
policy where humanitarian aid continue to feed the continent. This
was in the form of producing what Africans hardly consume, but
consume what they do not produce. Instability that these attributes
generate are lingering in the continent in the form of climate of fear.
This commentary focuses on the impact of instability on food security
and how the continent is coping with the same. Relying on secondary
sources of data and embedded liberal theory, with some flavours of
social constructivism, the paper concludes that electoral system that
are indigenous to the continent’s environment will promote sustainable
food security and by extension, food sovereignty.

Wole Soyinka (2005) in his clmate of fear: the quest for dignity in a
debumanized world examined how “Army of God” polluted the globe



with religious fundamentalism; the effects that is causing political
instability between us and them, another form of Afrophobia/
religiophobia/Islamophobia as captured by Amusan and Mchunu
(2018). Human productivity and performance in whatever venture is
naturally limited by the atmosphere of fear, danger, and instability.
Instability creates tendency of uncertainty, insecurity, and anarchy,
which in turn, disrupt productive activities of states (Kah 2017;
Onwusirib ez al, 2015; Pate 2014). The African state in its current
form is laden with instability caused by war, conflicts, insurgency,
banditry, kidnapping, and activities of gunmen (Christakis 2013;
Mlambo & Dlamini 2019). The unending crisis in some African
countries - Central African Republic (CAR), Congo, Libya, Mali,
Nigeria, South Sudan, among others - buttress the fact that Africa is a
potential source of climate of fear (Ngoh 2013; Gegout, 2018). Some
of the daily news making the internet rounds of deadly attacks in
some African states, especially, Libya, Nigeria and South Sudan are
unspeakable and destructive of human development (Kah 2017
Onwusirib ez al, 2015). The killing of rice farmers in Borno State,
Northern part of Nigeria by Boko-Haram armed members not only
threatens food security of the country, it subjects farmers into fear,
which in turn, inflict on them psychological trauma (Amusan & Ejoke,
2017). This has implications for food insecurity in terms of quantity
and quality of food required for nourishment.

Africa is supposed to be stable and safe for it to be free from
problem of hunger and mal-nutrition. But its abysmal performance in
the attainment of the SDGs two (No hunger, food security and
sustainable nutrition) is partly attributed to overwhelming cases of
instability that characterises the continent’s polity (Imaseun 2015; Kah
2017). Thus, to achieve this feat (SDG 2), Africa needs to be stable
to boost agricultural food production. However, the current situation
where insurgents and bandits hold sway defeats the chances of meeting
the SDG 2. The insurgents’ attacks on markets, livestock holding
does not only reduced income from sales of livestock, but prevents



attempts at future agricultural food production (Kah 2017). Many
large-scale farmers have resorted to switching their farming job for
other safe ones, for fear of being killed or rendered bankrupt by violent
herders and bandits.

In a bid to address the climate of fear, measures have been designed
and implemented by African leaders and governments at regional, sub-
regional, and national levels to address instability-induced food
insecurity problems. At the national level, there are several intra-state
measures specifically established to tackle instability problem. For
instance, in Nigeria, there is the Joint Task Force Codenamed
Operation Restore Order/Hope (JTE-ORO) (Akubor & Okolo 2019;
Amusan 2014), in addition, there are regional based community
security forces (Amotekun, Eastern Security Network-ESN, Civilian
Joint Task Force-CJTF among others) (Akubor & Okolo 2019)
specially formed to tackle insecurity. These security forces are
established to complement the conventional security forces in Nigeria.
Similarly, other conflict-prone states in Africa, like Cameroun
(Multipurpose Intervention Group of the National Gendarmerie-
GPIGN), Chad (Chadian Nomadic National Guard), Libya (Libyan
Arab Armed Forces) among others aim at atmosphere of serenity for
sustainable development. Also, at the regional and sub-regional levels,
the African Union (AU), Southern African Development Community
(SADC), Economic Community of the West African States
(ECOWAS), and others security measures were taken to address
Africa’s insecurity.

Despite these measures, Africa is still increasingly unsafe for
investment in food chain value. The displacement of farmers and
irregular migration to escape from conflicting zones in part of Africa
is the bane of the continent’s high score (30-50, that is, alarmingly
too high) in hunger and undernourishment perception index (FAO e#
al., 2017). The increasing rate of hunger and mal-nutrition is due to
the rise in conflict-affected countries, which in turn, is the leading
cause of famine and malnutrition. The latest FAO data (2020) shows



that Africa hosts 256 million hungry people due to rising cases of
food insecurity, and may not be able achieve the SDGs two (no hunger)
in 2030. Conflict, which sometimes creates an atmosphere of fear
contributes to unfavourable statistics on food security in Africa (FAO
2020).

The continent’s food security project is affected by instability; the
idea of killing in the name of God or forceful conversion of people
from their faith by religious fundamentalists are not only threatening,
they sometimes caused long term perpetual desperation. This tends
to scare famers away from farming. Majority of African farmers are
now potential refugees in neighbouring African states due to incessant
attacks by Islamic insurgents (Mlambo & Dlamini 2019). This is in
contrary to what the Holy Qur’an (Sura 2, Al-Baqgarah 256) dictates
that there is no compulsion in religion. The fear of being kidnapped
while conveying farm produce to markets, grossly affects consumers’
access to, and utilization of food. Onwusiribe ef al, (2015) report
that the incessant crisis of kidnapping in Northern Nigeria halts supply
of food to the Southern part. Besides, it has negative effect on
exportation, as many of the cash crops have either been set ablaze or
stolen by ravaging bandits and insurgents. This has undernourishment
implication with untold health challenges in the midst of
unemployment and disguised employment that pervades the continent
(Imaseun 2015; FAO 2020; Global Hunger Index 2020). These scenatio
ginger this paper as an intervention aimed at advancing new knowledge
on how Africa can navigate its insecurity problem to boost food
security.

Many studies (Dubagat 2013; Hemen 2013; Kah 2017; Ngoh
2013) investigated the organic linkages between instability and food
insecurity, this paper examines further how the twin issues impact on
psychological disruptive aspect. This paper unlike other studies, argues
that an attempt to proffer solutions to allay Africa’s climate of fear is
instrumental to boosting of food security, as it is envisaged that an
inquiry into how induced food insecurity will stimulate evidence-based
findings and policy directions that could significantly address Africa’s
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food insecurity challenges. It is in the light of the foregoing that the
paper interrogates the implications of political topsy-turvy on food
security in the continent. The next section examines the challenges
of insecurity and an agent of food insecurity as discussed below.

Insecurity, Instability, and Food Insecurity: A Conceptual Review
It has been established and well documented that a conflictual
environment is detrimental to productive activities (Cards, 2019; FAO
2015). It will be deceptive to expect improvement in human conditions
in an insecure environment of fear and anxiety which in the long run
scare people from engaging in their normal routinized activities
including agricultural food activity. Conflict takes heavy toll on food
security (Onwusiribe et al., 2015; Willett 2001). Rural farmers are
the prime object of both internal displacement and seeking for refuge
in neighbouring states as the case of South Sudan in Uganda, Ethiopia,
Kenya, DRC and CAR; the same is applicable in Nigeria as sedentary
farmers have to relocate to Benin Republic due to the herders’
incursion in the Ibarapa area of Oyo state in the country (Ajayi 2021,
Gegout 2018; Okunlola 2016; Vickers 2013;). Insecurity and instability
are the feeling of danger, uncertainty, risk, and fear that tend to hinder
the progressive reasoning and performance of people and country.
Africa’s major security problem is provoked by conflict or violence
caused by fundamentalists and bandits with direct negative impacts
on food security and food sovereighty of a nation (Epule ez a/ 2012;
UN 2011).

For instance, forceful encroachment by Boko-Haram insurgents
into farm holdings to kill and loot farm produce is enough to discourage
farmers from farming during planting season. Evidence, from the
foregoing shows that insecurity and instability are social problems
caused by conflict, war, insurgency, and activities of bandits,
fundamentalists, and ethnic militias. The cause of insecurity has been
blamed on factors such as governance failure, greed of warlords,
religion-fanaticism, the uncontrolled proliferation of small arms,



hunger and poverty (Amusan 2015; Collier, 2000; FAO 2020; Idike
& Agu, 2014; Malmbo & Dlamini 2019).

On food insecurity, it means lack of food in the right quantity and
quality at all times for human consumption. Food security across the
wortld has been established as a critical element of state security, as
its absence can trigger the disruption of state peace and security
(Amusan 2015; Clover 2013). It is an individual access (physical,
social, and economic) to satisfactory food that meet their dietary needs
to live a healthy life (USAID 2015). Amusan and Agunyai (2021)
defined it, as ability of all humans to eat food at all times in good
quantity, quality, and adequate nutrients for a healthy growth and
development. It is a situation of food sufficiency with no hunger or
fear of starvation and absence of hidden hunger (Kah 2017; Wawa
2018/2019). Africa remains the most largely affected continent by
hunger and malnutrition (FAO 2020). Sub-Saharan Africa is worse
hit by hunger, as it was confirmed in a report (Kah 2017) that five of
the six countries ravaged by hunger were in the Sub-Saharan. It is also
on record that the large number of malnourished people in Africa are
far below global hygienic, sanitation and nutrient standard. FAO (2017)
reports that the numbers of undernourished people in SSA rose from
220 to 224 million, representing 25% of 815 million people
undernourished globally in 2016. From this report, it is obvious that a
quarter of the world’s undernourished people live in Sub-Saharan
Africa, making it the region with the highest cases of malnourished
people in the world.

Food insecurity, sometimes provokes conflict, a source of
atmosphere of fear that discourages engagement in agricultural food
production (Awodola & Oboshi 2015). It was specifically revealed
that since the outbreak of Boko-Haram conflict, Maiduguri, the capital
of Borno State, has lost its teeming marketing status, which makes it
hub of business centre linking Nigeria, Chad and Cameroun (Awodola
& Oboshi 2015). The incessant attacks by the religious fundamentalist
coupled with the challenges of climate change on the Lake Chad are



the twin negative factors that perpetuate food insecurity with emphasis
on fishing (once flourished Baga fish market has turned to a ghost
town) and grain production in the North-East geo political area of
Nigeria (Amusan 2013). Thus, it would be very difficult to cultivate
land for planting of crops, under the perpetual fear that such
cultivation will soon be forcefully looted by armed bandits. This
accounts for the greatest problem confronting African farmers that is
rarely investigated. It is highly devastating and traumatising to invest
in agricultural food production, only to realise later that the entire
farm produce is harvested to feed Boko-Haram insurgents and other
bandits in the forest; hence aggravate atmosphere of helplessness and
ravaging poverty (Muhammad 2015).

Implications of Climate of Fear for Food Insecurity in Africa

Fear is usually a psychological problem caused by a frightening
experience, which in most cases is due to conflict (Amusan & Ejoke
2020; Obafemi & Galadima 2013). Conflict creates tendency of danger
and risk, which in turn, inflict on victims’ fear (Mbombo 2015). In the
literature, fear as the bane of food insecurity is an aspect, that is rarely
investigated. Unlike other factors that exacerbate food insecurity, fear
is the real determinant of farmers productivity (Muhammad 2015).
Evidence has shown that despite conflict and instability in some
African states, some farmers still summon courage for agricultural
food production (Kah 2017). This goes to show that it is the climate
of fear and not the conflict that scares farmers from food production.
However, it has also been argued that it is very difficult to see fearless
people in the face of intense conflict (Muhammad 2015).

Climate of fear, which is displayed in form of avoiding any
productive activity for fear of being kidnapped for ransom or killed.
On several occasions, farmers would be forced to supply food to the
final consumers or disruption in the total food chain due to the
atmosphere of insecurity. In Nigeria for example, no region is safe,
there is the perpetual fear of ravaging insecurity across the land. The



same is applicable to Kenya, Somalia, Somaliland, Ethiopia, Djibouti,
Mozambique DRC, CAR, Mali and Chad to mention a few states that
are contending with instability. The movement of people and food
across various regions through the road has been difficult in recent
times due to incessant case of kidnapping, bandits, and unknown
gunmen. This has implication for food crisis and high price of food
(Awodola & Oboshi 2015; Kah 2017; Onwusiribe et al 2015). Kah
(2017), specifically notes that most pedestrian bridges in the Northern
part of Nigeria have been bombed, vehicles conveying food supply
are ambushed, harvested crops destroyed, and driver killed. This
created further atmosphere of fear that prevents future food
production.

One other implication of climate fear is panic buying of available
food at a very high cost. Conflicting countries where famine is
predominant are faced with the challenge of panic buying at exorbitant
prices caused by hike in transport cost and paucity of raw food in the
market (FAO 2017; Kah 2017; Nforngwa 2016). This is in addition
to several amount of money spent on major highways to security forces
who openly demand for money from drivers. All of these are added to
the price of food, making it very difficult for people to access available
food in the market (Awodola & Oboshi 2015; FAO 2020).

Coupled with the challenges of climate change and incapacitated
of many African states to come with precision weather forecast, also
questions of when, where and how to plant is another shortcoming in
the age of el-Nifia and el-Nifio where draught and flooding continue
to militate against food sovereignty in Africa. Many farmers lost their
plant due to lack of rainfall, the major source of water for sedentary
farmers. Irrigation that is common among large scale farmers has its
own challenges as the food these farmers produce can hardly be found
in the African market. They sell to multinational humanitarian
organisations, turn their products to animal feeds and others for
alternative fuel, bio-fuel (Brown, Hawkins & Doran-Peterson 2017).
In Nigeria farmers have become prey in the hands of Fulani herders



who unlawfully encroached on farms in the southern part of the
country with their cattle and eat up all crops, and sometimes kill the
farmers who oppose them. This ugly circumstance does not only create
fear, but threatens food production (Akubor & Okolo 2019). It leads
to shortage of food not only in the market but in refugee camps across
the country (Kah 2017). It was reported that because of the activities
of Boko-Haram, Islamic State for West Africa Province ISWAP) and
Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) among others have created
the atmosphere of fear that hinder food availability, accessibility and
affordability.

The utilization aspect of food security is also not exempted from
the problem of climate of fear. Food nutrition and nourishment are
components of food security threatened by conflict and instability.
This fear has made many farmers adopt inorganic farming practices
to boost food quantity without adequate nutrients; a scenario that
compromise human health (2017). Amusan (2017) specifically notes
that, even though the Genetically Modified Organisms (GMOs), which
is aimed at modifying plants and animals for quantity food availability
breed hidden hunger. This is a ploy to promoter multinational
pharmaceutical companies as the case of Bayer dominated by Bill
Gates (Bunarek 2018).

From the foregoing analysis, it can be deduced that climate of
fear affects all the components of food security. Consequently,
aggravating tendency of food insecurity. The fear to produce food in
large quantity affect accessibility to and availability of food. Similarly,
fear which hinders free flow of food supply to consumers is a threat
to food security. And climate of fear that pushes farmers to substitute
organic food for the inorganic one, is a potential source of
undernourishment. All of these contribute to food insecurity in Africa.



Measures to Address Climate of Fear and Food Insecurity as a
Matter of Conclusion

Peaceful atmosphere is a critical determinant of human development,
because humans tend to be highly productive when their life is safe
and secured. Peace is fundamental to the attainment of SDGs
(especially Goal 2). To achieve peace and security, factors causing
conflicts and instability need attention. The issue of governance failure
that has been blamed for the cause of incessant conflict in Aftrica, can
be corrected though the voting out of underperforming governments
in subsequent elections by the citizens (Ilias 2015). This needs to be
addressed taken into consideration the challenges of ethnicity, religious
bigotry and challenges of populism that affect elections outcome in
many states in the continent. Power of incumbency is another issue
that needs to be addressed through political socialisation and political
culture for a sustainable development. Besides, targeted government
support for farmers to return to active food production is needed
through security support in the countryside. There is also a need to
create an enabling environment through fund availability from Agric
banks with single digit interest meant primarily for farming with
emphasis on food production. The feeling of compensation and
protection from the government can boost the morale of farmers to
return to agricultural food production. Dialogue with key members
of anti-state organisations, especially the ones calling for secession
through identifying their grouse against the state and immediately
attend to their complaints will go a long way in healing and appeasing
their minds against conflict.

There is a need for community policing, especially in rural areas
to protect farmers from activities of bandits. This will enhance the
effective control of forest reserves against invaders and terrorists.
Furthermore, strong political will by African leaders will make a huge
difference in tackling conflict and insurgency in some African states.
This should also be replicated in assisting farmers with adequate
facilities for food production.
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To sustain this feat, Africa needs leaders with strong political will
to dispel conflict and allay fears in the land in form of good governance
promotion and inclusive government that foster a sense of belonging
on Africans. If all Africans are exposed to idea that the continent’s
resources belong to all for the good of all and not for a few, the
tendency of hostility and acrimony against the state will be reduced.
The reduction in acrimony and hostility promotes togetherness and
unity, which in turn, promote security and peace. Thus, with peace
and security in the land, everyone, including farmers will be
productively engaged. Peace, effective productivity and adequate
supports from government will go a long way in enhancing Africa’s
chances of achieving food security.
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Abstract

This study analyses the impacts of hazardous climate on Nigerias farmer-berder
conflicts. Using variables - temperature, droughts, and rainfall — this paper
dissects hazardous climate on the conflicts in terms of duration, incidents, and
deaths. Relying on data from Nigerian Security Tracker, Nigeria Watch, World
Bank’s Climate Portal, Climate.org, and the Federal Ministry of Environment,
Sfrom 2014 to 2019, this study analyses the temporal and spatial dimensions of
the conflicts using regression - a statistical technique used to examine the correlations
between two or more variables having cause-effect relations which also have
predictive abilities. This study found evidence that temperature, rainfall, and
droughts are climatic factors that influence the farmer-berder conflicts in Nigeria.
In addition, the study found some seasonal and spatial patterns with North
Central region of the country being the hard-hit.

Keywords: Hazardous climate, farmer-herder conflicts, droughts.

Introduction

The past few decades have seen scholars making frantic attempts to
establish a potential link between climate vulnerabilities/hazards and
political violence in Africa. Despite the considerable amount of time,
efforts, and resources, there is still no consensus regarding the estimated
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effects of climate hazards, variability, and vulnerabilities on conflicts
(von Uexkull, Croicu, Fjelde, & Buhaug, 2016; Buhaug, Benjaminsen,
Sjaastad, & Magnus, 2015). Literature in this area has largely suffered
from the seeming lack of generalization or replication (Hegre and
Sambanis, 2006; Blattman and Miguel, 2010).

Nonetheless, recent studies suggest that there is evidence of
climate-violence link (Adigun, 2019, Hsiang, Burke, and Miguel, 2013;
Hsiang and Burke, 2014). This claim has not, however, gone
uncontested by scholars who contended that there are no relationships
between them (Madu & Nwankwo 2020; Bejaminsen 2016). These
scholars reject the notion that conflicts in the Sahel region of Africa
are linked to climate change. They argued such linkage is too simplistic.
One way to look at the lack of scholars’ consensus in this area may
be due to the different scopes and methodologies adopted. Also, many
scholars focus on different forms of violence or contentions — from
small to large - as units of analyses which has contributed to these
mixed results (Nett & Rittinger, 2016). But there seems to be
consensus in the literature that even if a link is found between climate
change and conflicts, such relations will be substantially weak (Buhaug,
2016) as a result of the fact that there are several other factors —
political and socio-economic — that have more explanatory capacities
than climate change (Detges, 2017; von Uexkull et al., 2010).

Due to the lack of consensus on the climate-conflict link in Africa,
some scholars have shifted their attention to attempting to find a link
between climate vulnerability and conflicts. While some authors argue
that climate change-induced droughts, desertification, and hazards
can lead to the loss of livelihoods which in turn leads to higher risks
of conflicts, some others maintain that the opposite is the case. They
contend that droughts reduce the chances of conflicts rather than
increase it because organized violence requires huge resources
(including food supply).

In their reasoned opinions, droughts prohibit conflict, because with
decreasing resources less fighting is possible (Butler & Gates, 2012).
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However, there has been little attention from both sides of the divide
about empirically establishing how the intensity of climate vulnerability
changes the incidents and durations of low-intensity conflicts. Since
military operations and standing armies could be too expensive, cheap
forms of political violence might still be conceivable. An example of
this is the farmers/pastoral conflicts in Nigeria. Thus, when looking
at political violence, including all arrangements of civil conflict can
distort the effect of droughts on more specific phenomena. This
consideration would explain why many studies are unable to find the
expected positive relationship. Moreover, it offers an objection to the
argument that scarce resources lead to less conflict. Consequently, in
this paper, we ask: Is there positive or negative relationship between
climate-induced hazards and rural violence?

To answer this question, we will be analyzing the current data
using standard research methods. This paper attempts to fill a research
gap — finding evidence of the intensity of climate-induced hazards
and variability causing rural violence in Africa. There appears to be
less emphasis in literature in this aspect largely due to scholars either
overlooking it or because it is one area that has been conspicuously
empirically undet-researched in the context of farmers/herdsmen
relations between 2014 and 2019.

This paper is organized as follow: the next section provides reviews
of previous studies on the climate-conflict connections, their
shortcomings, and contributions concerning this current study. The
paper proceeds to examine climate vulnerability in Nigeria concerning
the West African context. After that, we proceeded to explain our
data sources, methods and analytical models used in this paper. Next,
we presented the results, empirical analysis, and discussions of our
findings. Finally, the summary and conclusions from the paper were
presented and suggestions for future research.
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Related Literature

Scholars have examined the link between drought and conflict. Olsson
(20106), in a study of Darfur conflicts, suggests there is evidence of
climate change in the protracted war. Olsson’s model shows that
climate change can lead to resource disputes, market collapse, and
weak trade among groups which may increase the risks of conflicts.
The study argues that dwindling natural resources in vulnerable
environments might cause conflict over these over-contrasting means.
Like many studies before this (Kevane and Gray 2008) which found
the changing weather conditions to be predictive factors and evidence
of conflicts, it did not sufficiently explain the outbreak of violence.
Maystadt, De Luca, Sekeris, and Ulimwengu (2014) explores the
possible links between regional and monthly weather variation and
conflict in Somalia. The study finds a cogent relationship linking
droughts, measured by temperature anomalies, to the protracted
unrest/conflicts in the Horn of Africa. Maystadt ¢ a/, (2014) notes
that the presence of lootable resources provides the right climate for
conflicts as witnessed in the Democratic Republic of Congo, Sierra
Leone, Liberia, and Sudan.

In their study, Adams, Ide, Barnett and Detges (2018) observed
most studies on the link between climate and conflict tend to focus
solely on areas where violence already occurred. This, they argue, is
like working from answers to questions and that can lead to bias results.

von Uexkull (2014), Fjelde and von Uexkull (2012), established
that there is inverse relationship between rainfall and risks of rural
conflicts in Africa. von Uexkull (2014) notes that Agricultural
communities depend on rain and often feel marginalized in the period
of poor rainfall and will likely be triggered into violence in their
absence of external support.

Walch (2017), contends that climate change in the past years has
led to a situation where insurgent groups take advantage of the
frustrations of local populations caused by drought or poor rainfall as
part of recruitment drives. When resources get depleted as a result of
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increased droughts, insurgent groups may tempt the local population
their much-needed resources in exchange for their support. There is
ample evidence, however, to reject this claim. As Bejaminsen (2010)
stated, this causal explanation as too simplistic and points out that
historical tensions are at the root of the problem.

In a similar vein, Madu & Nwankwo (2020) analyse the spatial
dimension of the farmer-herder conflicts in Nigeria. They observed
that, while climate change vulnerabilities may cause conflicts, the
regions (in Nigeria) prone vulnerable to climate changes records lesser
farmer-herder conflicts. They contend that while climatic hazards
could influence herders’ migration pattern, there is no evidence of
droughts causing farmer-herder conflicts in Nigeria.

In their study on climate change vulnerabilities in the Sahel region
of Africa, Joiner, Kennedo, and Sampson (2012) examines the impacts
of hazardous climate, population vulnerability, and poor governance
as triggers of political violence in the region. They observed that
climate change vulnerabilities vary across countries which makes it
difficult to generalize the impacts of climate-induced hazards on
conflicts in the region (ibid: 20).

On the impacts of climate change on conflicts, Joiner, Kennedo,
and Sampson (2012)’s study concludes that factors like ethnic
polarization, religious diversity, and extractive industries expose
governments’ vulnerability — through lack of accountability and
responsiveness - in West Africa which creates room for conflicts. Poor
governance, they observed, increases the likelihoods of conflicts which
causes some ethno-religious groups to feel excluded or marginalized
and adapt to climate change. As a result of these, rural communities
are prone climate-related hazards with weak adaptive capacities from
the state (Ibid: 31).

Couttenier and Soubeyran (2014) explored the link between
climatic vulnerabilities and civil war in sub-Sahara Africa. Examining
rainfall and temperature as variables, they observed a weak
(insignificant) positive relationship between weather volatilities and
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civil war in Africa. While, like us, Couttenier and Soubeyran set out
to establish a strong positive correlation between climate-induced
hazards and conflicts, we resisted the temptations to use cross-country
data which may not always tell the relationships due to peculiar local
conditions. Also, the study examines large scale civil wars which
depends on the heavy mobilization of resources and more decisive
political, ethnic, and socio-economic factors than climate change.

Most of these studies, like Couttenier and Soubeyran (2014),
suffer from the tendency to rely on annual data which are largely
aggregated and inadequate to capture in-year variabilities. Also, many
based their studies on national data with little or no efforts to observe
the subnational variabilities and dynamics because all conflicts have
local dimensions (Aas, Buhaug, Falch, and Gates, 2011, Fayomi 2009).
Also, most empirical studies attempting to establish direct causal
relationships between climate variability and conflict leading to diverse
results depend upon methodological issues like design, variables
adopted, case studies, or units of analysis (Ide, 2017). Two studies by
Gleditsch (2012), Nordas and Gleditsch (2007) analyzed pieces of
research on how climate affects conflict events and present different
evidence on the climate-conflict relationship. The tendency for
scholars’ sampling bias led Adams ez 4/, (2018) to conclude that the
fact that some studies may have concentrated on a few cases which
may have led to biases in the claims made. Also, the link between
climate vulnerability and conflicts could be dependent on several other
environmentally sensitive variables which include ethno-religious
polarization, resource contention, and governance vulnerability
(Schleussner, Donges, Donner, and Schellnhuber, 2016).

The farmer-herder conflicts in Nigeria happen mostly in the rural
areas which are largely under-reported in the media. Another challenge
observed in our search in literature is that most scholars focus on
large scale violence like civil war or insurgencies.

This study, on the other hand, firmly establish a model linking
drought severity to the incidence of farmer-herder conflicts in Nigeria
between 2014 and 2019. This approach provides a more rigorous
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statistical analysis of data in contrast with much of the current
literature. This study focuses on a case-specific context as it largely
avoids the issue that the process that links climate change and conflict
is statistically obscured due to divergent effects that might affect cross-
country studies. Restricting the analysis to a single case can help
account more easily for the common historical social and political
factors that have shaped society. As such, as far as we know, studies
that offer a quantitative analysis of the link between the intensity of
climate-induced hazards and farmer-herder conflicts in Nigeria are
scanty.

Nigeria: Climate Vulnerability in the West African Conflict Model
To adequately situate our study, we need to understand Nigeria in
West African contexts. West Africa’s geography has shaped Nigeria’s
cultural demographics and political economy. Due to dense forests,
the region is an ideal location for the formation of distinct ethno-
religious groups across the landscape. Most West African countries
are multi-ethnic and religiously diverse. Nigeria alone is home to over
250 distinct ethnic groups. Also, an important political dynamic of
West African counties is a distinct North-South divide between
Muslim and Christian religious groups. For about a millennium, the
Islamic religion spread from North Africa to West Africa but halted
by the dense tropical forest. At about this same period, the Europeans
had contact with coastal populations and spread Christianity towards
the North but were resisted by Islamists (Stanford Program on
International and Cross-Cultural Education, 2009). This religious
divide is evident across West African countries and Nigeria in
particular. These religious and ethnic diversities have created tensions,
acrimonies, and competitions among national groups over control
resources. These tensions have led to civil wars, ethno-religious
contflicts, and electoral violence such as recurrent coups in West Africa
over the past three decades (Moran 2011; Siollun 2009, 2013).
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Nigeria possesses an abundant deposit of minerals and other
natural resources. The country is rich in oil and natural gas deposits,
with the government primarily depending on the exploitation of oil
for government revenue (de Oliveira 2007, Siollun 2009).

The mining industry in Nigeria accounts for a small portion of
global trade in minerals like many of its counterparts in West Africa.
However, her rich, untapped mineral deposits continue to be a source
of worry for many. Illegal mining of minerals has accounted for many
violent deaths in some parts of Nigeria with the most recent case
being Zamfara, North-West Nigeria. Oil extraction requires huge
logistics, capital requirements, and efficient handling at every stage.
Despite these, some armed groups have found ways to get involved
in illegal mining through the use of cheap and locally-made implements
to finance illicit operations. These illegal extraction activities has
contributed in no small ways to the “resource curse” and people’s
vulnerability to climate hazards.

The Inter-governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in 2007
estimated that West African countries were vulnerable to climate
changes. The projections of changes in rainfall, droughts, and climate-
induced hazards in the region may vary but will continue to be a source
of concern about the abilities of countries to adapt or cope with more
extreme seasonal droughts in the north and overflooding in the south.
There have been some severities in droughts in the region’s history
and the last two decades have taken a substantial toll on the livelihoods
and food security of hundreds of thousands of people (Jackson School
of Geosciences, 2009).

As the severity of droughts increases in some regions and decreases
in other places, people’s vulnerabilities to climate-induced hazards as
a result of their reliance on climate-dependent socio-economic
activities such as agriculture, herding, and fishing. Most Nigerian rural
dwellers engage in subsistence farming who depend on rain-fed
agricultural practices during planting seasons and harvest decisions.
The volatile weather makes farmers vulnerable to failed crops, loss
of income, hunger, and huge debts. Also, a significant number of rural
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populations are herders. Like the farmers, herders depend on stable
weather to keep the soils healthy enough for their animals (cattle) to
graze. The herders, mainly pastoralists, are particularly vulnerable to
drought because herders tend to reside in relatively dry areas or deserts.
There have been stringent attempts by the Nigerian government to
limit the mobility of pastoralists, coupled with the drying of the Sahel
region, have been identified as a source of conflict in Nigeria (Adigun
2019). Despite successive government’s best efforts, Nigeria’s
agriculture is still largely primitive or subsistence in the rural areas
with certain activities synonymous with particular ethnic groups, such
as the herdsmen (who are largely ethnic Fulani). Due to disputes
related to herders trespassing people’s lands, there has been an increase
in the clashes between the Fulani herdsmen and local farmers over
the years (Adigun 2019), because of the seemingly irreconcilable
differences with both groups.

The farmer-herder violence has largely escalated due to the use
of guns which possess far more lethal impacts than machetes, knives,
broken bottles etc. since 2014 according to Nigeria Watch and Nigerian
Security Tracker databases. Most notable examples of violence
between the two groups are the 2018 New Year Day attacks by
herdsmen on a community in Benue state, North-Central Nigeria and
later attacks on Mambilla Plateau, a Fulani community in Taraba state
by local militias killing 20 persons and stealing of over 300 cows in
the process.

Nigeria faces other vulnerability including sea-level rise and
deforestation due to its intemperate climate. The sea level is rising as
ocean temperatures increase, and large urban coastal populations will
be particularly vulnerable to these changes. The Nigerian government
have been trying to cope with this challenge of protecting livelihoods as
saltwater intrusion changes the composition of agricultural land and
destroys fisheries but with little results. With over 25 per cent of Nigeria’s
population concentrated in coastal cities vulnerable to sea level rise, and
the IPCC estimates that more than millions of people who inhabit the
coast of the Niger-Delta and Lagos will be hugely affected.
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As a result of the link between violence and the stiff competition
over resources, there are concerns that rural violence could increase
due to fueled by droughts which about 11 states in the Sahelian part
of Nigeria (mainly in the Northern part) are currently highly vulnerable
(Federal Ministry of Environment, 2018). In the instance of farmer-
pastoral conflicts, it is not difficult to imagine the scenario where
changes in farming patterns and climate-induced herder migrations
could lead to stiffer competitions of access to land, water, and grazing
routes thereby giving rise to violence (Federal Ministry of Environment
2018 and Adigun 2019) at a time when there has been a complete
breakdown of the traditional mechanisms of conflict resolutions
between both parties. Even though this is highly speculative, the
empirical aspect of this study will shed more light on the impacts of
droughts on conflict risks in Nigeria.

Data Sources and Methods

This study relied on databases, online reports, and authoritative
publications. For climate data, this study used the following variables:
rainfall, temperature, droughts (as independent variables) with
incidents and durations (measured in days) as (dependent variables)
for this study.

For climate data — temperature, rainfall, droughts — we relied on
data from the Climate-Data.org (https://en.climate-data.org/) which
gives both national and subnational (including monthly and yearly)
data and the World Bank Climate Change Knowledge Portal (https:/
/climateknowledgeportal.wotldbank.org/) which provides a rich data
source for temperature, rainfall, droughts, precipitation, and other
climatic variables from 1901-2016). The database also contains
projections for variables for different countries for the next twenty
years (2020-2040).

For state-specific database on droughts, we relied on recent
calculations of scholars in the field. We used the Standardized
Precipitation Index (SPI) and complemented with maps from Nigeria’s
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Federal Ministry of Environment’s National Drought Plan (2018)
(https://knowledge.unccd.int/sites/default/files/
country_profile_documents/1%2520FINAL_NDP_Nigeria.pdf). In
the absence of reliable nationwide SPI calculations, we created, 1 or
0, which were assigned based on whether the state is prone to drought
or not. These values were determined from the geographical map of
Nigeria.

For conflict data, we relied on two databases - Nigerian Security
Tracker (NST) and Nigeria Watch (NW). The NST (https://
www.cft.org/nigeria/nigeria-security-tracker/p29483) is a project of
the Council on Foreign Relations’” Africa program, which documents
and maps violence in Nigeria that is motivated by political, economic,
or social grievances. The database has lists of different forms of
violence that can occur — including sectarian, political, religious, or
gang violence in Nigeria extracted from online news platforms. The
NST database records details of every incident from their locations,
weapons used, actors involved, sources of information etc.

The Nigeria Watch (NW) is a research project that monitors lethal
violence, conflicts, and human security in Nigeria founded in 20006.
The NW (http://www.nigeriawatch.org/index.phprhtml=10) is
hosted by the French Institute for Research in Africa (IFRA-Nigeria)
on the campus of the nation’s premier University of Ibadan. The
project records the durations, deaths, locations, etc. of lethal violence
on its website based on both traditional and online media sources.

The authors choose both databases because they have proven to
be reliable sources of data since its commencement in 2006 for Nigeria
Watch and 2011 for Nigerian Security Tracker. Also, they have a rich
history of non-partisanship and credibility which are two essential
requirements for a study of this nature. The databases also depend on
several sources to generate the data in addition to their field staff.
The coding schemes adopted by both databases firmly tally with the
design of this study.
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The databases overt reliance on newspaper reports suffer from
obvious limitations. First, even by Nigerian Security Tracker’s
admittance, the media can be inherently overt and covert partisan,
especially in election periods. There is the tendency to either over (or
under) report particular incidents or events and not others or to portray
these events in ways that can be prejudicial for various economic or
political motives. Therefore, newspaper reports about a sensitive issue
like the farmer-herder conflicts may not be fully accurate (Earl, Martin,
McCarthy, and Soule, 2004). Also, information about security issues
in Nigeria may be grossly exaggerated by political actors during
elections or non-governmental organisations (NGOs) for electoral,
donor or other purposes. To address these limitations, we triangulate
our data sources to avoid relying exclusively on one source of
information. Also, we chose a timeframe that covers two election
cycles (2015 and 2019) in Nigeria. To further ensure the quality of
our data, we took extra steps to independently verify the sources
provided to determine the veracity or otherwise of the reports. In
doing so, we discovered some of the incidents reported have either
been found to be untrue, improperly coded, or news have been deleted
from the websites in what constitutes about 5 per cent of what would
have constituted part of our data.

These limitations, notwithstanding, we made efforts to compare
our data with some other databases to ensure regularity and
standardization. The authors extracted information regarding location,
incidents, dates, and duration from these sources which are analytically
relevant to our study. It was our responsibilities to code, analyse and
interpret the data so generated from these sources using Microsoft
Excel 2016.

For analysis, we deployed the use of regression (and correlation)
analysis — a statistical procedure used “to determine the correlations
between two or more variables having cause-effect relations” (Uyanik
and Guler, 2013) which also have predictive abilities.
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We used the 12 months of the year as units of our temporal analysis
and the 36 states and Federal Capital Territory (making 37) as units
of our geographical analysis. We grouped these states into clusters or
hotspots depending on their vulnerabilities to climate change or
intensity of incidents of conflicts. Clustering is used to “identify
subgroups or profiles of individuals within the larger population who
share similar patterns on a set of variables” (Bolin, Edwards, Finch,
& Cassady, 2014). The technique is used widely in criminology,
epidemiology, social, and physical sciences (ibid). We came up with
three clusters based on the degree of concentration of conflicts and
severity of climatic hazards.

Results and Discussions

Based on data from the Nigerian Security Tracker (NST), there were
a total of 6274 cases of violence from January 2014 to December
2019 out of which 309 relate to the farmer-herder conflicts leading
to 3087 deaths which represent about 5 per cent of violent conflicts
in Nigeria. The patterns of these conflicts show a duration of few
hours to about 273 days as the case of 2018 as records from the
Nigeria Watch (NW) database shows. Also, in the period under review,
data from NST and NW show that 2015 witnessed the lowest with 10
cases and 227 deaths, while the conflicts reached the peak in 2018
with 122 incidents and 962 fatalities. The NW database shows that
the farmer-herder conflicts spanned 534 days in the years under review.
Also, the databases shows that an overwhelming number of the
incidents of farmer-herder conflicts took place in the rural areas —
outside state capitals and urban centres — which are the hubs of
farming activities in Nigeria. Table 1 below shows the summary of
farmer-herder conflicts in Nigeria from 2014 to 2019.
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The data further revealed that Adamawa, Benue, Kaduna, Nasarawa,
Plateau, and Taraba States account for 236 cases and 2816 deaths in
the period under review while states like Bauchi, Gombe, Kano, Lagos,
Osun, Sokoto, and Yobe recorded no incident of farmer-herder
conflicts in the period.

In this study, we investigate these numbers using temporal and
geographical analyses with variables relating to climate hazards and
vulnerability to interpret their patterns. The next section will be devoted
to this.

Climate Hazards and Farmer-herder Conflicts: Temporal and
Geographical Analyses

The timeframe nationwide regarding the farmer-herder conflicts
shows a rapid and steady increase in cases and lethality since 2016
according to both Nigeria Watch and Nigerian Security Tracker
databases. The database shows the farmer-herder conflicts have
produced 34 cases (with 563 deaths), 10 cases (with 227 deaths), 57
cases (776 deaths), 50 cases (401 deaths), 122 cases (962 deaths),
and 36 cases (176 deaths) in 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, and 2019
respectively. The Nigeria Watch database reports the conflicts lasts
over two days or have possibilities of retaliatory attacks. However,
the yearly breakdowns of the farmer-herder conflicts do not
immediately reveal their relationship with climatic hazards,
vulnerabilities, and sensitivities since 2014.

The monthly breakdown of the conflicts durations and incidents
may provide some important clues to the relationship between the
conflicts and climate variations. Taking a cursory look at the table
below, we can see that the conflicts tend to be more intense at the
beginning of the year than any other part. As Figure 1 shows, there
exists a similar pattern between the incidents of farmer-herder
conflicts, deaths, and their durations.
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Table 2: Durations of Farmer-Herder Conflicts in Nigeria
(January 2014 — December 2019)

2014| 2015 | 2016 | 2017| 2018 2019
Month Durations (in days
January 4 0 6 6 62 10
February |1 2 3 3 28 10
March 4 1 4 12 28 13
April 0 8 9 2 60 16
May 1 0] 3| 6 28 | 12
June 2 4 1 2 22 8
July 2 3 3 2 93
August 2 6 0 4 10 3
September | 0 3 1 3 11 3
October |1 1 0 12 6 8
November | 4 4 1 14 3 4
December | 1 2 1 12 6 5
Total 22 | 34| 32| 78 273 | 95

Source: Authors’ Compilations from Nigeria Watch database

Table 2 shows that the first four months of the year — which records
the least amount of rainfall and often the hottest in many states
(according to Climate-Data.org) — tend to have the most prolonged
conflicts. With averages of 15, 8, 10, and 15 days of farmer-herder
conflicts in January, February, March, and April respectively, the data
shows that these months may not only be climatically volatile, but
the spark of conflicts may be longer than every other month in the
year.

The months of May to August -which cover the farming seasons -
took the nest highest average in durations of the farmer-herder conflicts
with averages of 9, 7, 4, and 4 days respectively.
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Figure 1: Incidents, Deaths, and Durations of Farmer-Herder
Conflicts in Nigeria (2014-2019)

Source: Authors’ Compilations from Nigeria Watch and Nigerian
Security Tracker databases

The data also shows the last four months of the year — September,
October, November, and December — equally record high durations.
So far, our temporal analysis has not shown any evidence of the
relationship between climatic variations and farmer-herder conflicts.
But, with the average of the January to April summing up to 48 as
against 24 for May-August and 19 for September to December, we
shall, therefore, be running further tests to examine this relationship.
Table 3 shows the average monthly rainfall, temperature, incidents,
and deaths in the period under review.
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Table 3: Average Monthly Rainfall, Temperature, Incidents, and

Duration (2014-2019)

Month Temperature Rainfall Incidents Durations
Jan 25.32 1.82 6.67 14.67
Feb 27.85 5.26 5.83 7.83
Mar 30.41 39.26 8.67 10.33
Apr 30.63 59.29 7.17 15.83
May 29.68 112.02 5.33 8.33
Jun 28.31 165.91 4.67 6.5
Jul 26.7 148.69 2.83 3.67
Aug 25.77 235.39 2.33 4.17
Sep 26.49 217.26 2 3.5
Oct 27.68 108.45 2.33 4.67
Nov 27.26 10.13 1.83 5
Dec 25.01 2.08 1.83 4.5

Source: Authors’ Calculations and Compilations from World
Bank Climate and Climate-Data.org databases.

When the data was subject to regression analysis, we saw a strong
positive correlation (0.6562) between temperature and the incidents
of farmer-herder conflicts and another significant relation (0.4593)
with the durations of the conflicts. The data equally shows negative
correlations between rainfall, incidents, and durations of the conflicts.
The negative correlations between rainfall and incidents (-0.3916)
and durations (-0.4862) simply mean lower rainfall (especially at the
begging of the year) tend to increase the incidents and durations of
the farmer-herder conflicts. These results are summarized in the table
at the Appendix.

These results seem to confirm the findings of von Uexkull (2014)
and Fjelde and von Uexkull (2012) which found that low rainfall tends



to increase the risks of conflicts in rural Africa. However, the p-values
depicting the relationships between incidents, durations, and rainfall
are 0.2081 and 0.1089 respectively which are greater than 0.05. This
shows that our data may not be statistically significant for us to
conclude on the relationship. The p-value for the regression between
the incidents of farmer-herder conflicts and temperature shows greater
significance at 0.0205 which is less than 0.05. with this, we can
conclude with over 95 per cent confidence that there is a significant
positive relationship between temperature variation and the rising
incidents of the farmer-herder conflicts.

Excessive temperature arising from climate volatility can lead to
severe crop damage or poor output. And, with little or no hope of
support or subsidies from the government, herders’ incursions into
farmlands — especially during the dry seasons or periods of low rainfalls
can trigger violence between the farming and herder communities in
large scales. As observed by von Uexkull (2014), seasons of poor
harvests or severe crop damage in farming communities will likely be
triggered into violence in these delicate periods of climate
vulnerabilities.

In our temporal analysis, unlike the study by Couttenier and
Soubeyran (2014) which explored the relationship between climatic
volatility and civil war in sub-Sahara Africa, we found a positive
relationship between temperature and the increasing incidents and
duration of the conflicts on the one hand. And, like Couttenier and
Soubeyran, we found a relatively weak positive relationship between
rainfall and the incidents of farmer-herder conflicts in Nigeria. Also,
like Couttenier and Soubeyran, our data shows the p-values depicting
the relationships between incidents, durations, and rainfall are 0.2081
and 0.1089 respectively which are greater than 0.05. This agrees may
not be statistically significant to make a firm connection between
rainfall, incidents, and durations of the farmer-herder conflicts. Unlike
Couttenier and Soubeyran, what our study did not do is to fall into
the temptations of using cross-country data which may not always
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tell the relationships due to peculiar local conditions. With our study
focusing strictly on a single case — Nigeria’s farmer-herder conflicts —
our temporal analysis found evidence that the conflicts could be linked
to climate vulnerability. We also did not rely on too many aggregated
data in this study.

The geographical analysis of the patters of the farmer-herder
conflicts shows the clusters and hotspots of the conflicts since 2014.
Our exploratory analysis reveals that Adamawa, Benue, Kaduna, Kogi,
Nasarawa, Plateau, and Taraba states account for 236 (77 per cent)
of the incidents of farmer-herder conflicts leading to 2816 (or 71 per
cent) deaths in the period under review. The locations of these states,
except for Adamawa, shows they are in the “Middle Belt” area of
Nigeria where religious identities get complicated with ethnicity (Dayil
2015, Egwu 2011). Most of these states have a history of ethno-
religious conflicts (Dayil 2015, Egwu 2011) and are surrounded mostly
by states prone to climatic hazards such as desertification, droughts,
and ecological disasters. This seems to explain why the conflicts have
. “attacks”
etc. in the media (Adigun 2019) which appears to complicate the

2 <c

often been tagged “Fulani herdsmen killings” “invasion

problems.

While many people seem to have made the conflicts an ethno-
religious issue in the Middle Belt, many aspects of criminal activities
have been tagged as committed by “Fulani herdsmen” in other places
like kidnapping, assassination, robbery, or rape. In 2018, after series
of attacks in Benue communities, some Tiv residents in Oke Ako
area of Ikole in Ekiti state killed a herdsman reportedly as a retaliation
to the mass burial of some 73 persons reportedly killed by herdsmen
in Benue state. It took the intervention of the state Governor, Ayo
Fayose, to broker a peace meeting in what would have led to
bloodletting in the state.

Taking a look at the map (in Figure 2), we noticed that 11 states
in the northernmost part (the Sahelian region) of Nigeria - Borno,
Bauchi, Gombe, Adamawa, Jigawa, Kano, Katsina, Yobe, Zamfara,
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Sokoto and Kebbi are some of the most vulnerable states to droughts.
Odoh & Chilaka (2012) reports that about 35% of fertile lands about
five decades ago have now been seen off by the forces of droughts,
desertification, and other climatic hazards posing serious threats to
the livelihoods of 15 million farmers and pastoralists (Odoh & Chilaka,
2012). More frightening is the fact that these states, according to some
estimates, could become mere dunes in the next two decades (ibid).
According to recent World Bank estimates, droughts in the north may
get more severe in the next few years which may threaten livelthoods
production for both farmers and herders (https://
climateknowledgeportal.wotldbank.org/).
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Figure 2: Nigeria’s Drought Vulnerability

Source: Federal Ministry of Environment, National Drought
Plan, 2018
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The coastal states of Delta, Akwa Ibom, Rivers, Lagos, Bayelsa,
Anambra, and Abia States are less prone to droughts or desert
encroachment largely due to proximity to water and fertile lands. Even
at that, Delta state has recorded more incidents of farmer-herder
conflicts than Bauchi, Gombe, Kano, and Yobe States put together
even though these states face some of the worst incidents of droughts
and desert encroachments. The “Middle Belt” states’ record of droughts
ranges from mild to moderate droughts.

To establish the relationship between droughts (and other
variables) and farmer-herder conflicts in Nigeria, we shall be running
a regression analysis.

When we ran a regression analysis between the drought indices
for the seven hotspots (Group A) states — Adamawa, Benue, Kaduna,
Kogi, Nasarawa, Plateau, and Taraba, the results showed some
interesting results as shown in the table in the Appendix.

From the table in the Appendix, we can see that our data points
to evidence that there is a relationship between drought — as measured
by Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI) — durations and incidents
of the farmer-herder conflicts in Nigeria. The positive correlations
between SPI and the incidents as given by 0.152034 are not too strong
to make an emphatic claim to the effect that drought severity may
account for the increasing incidents of the conflicts. But, it certainly
points to the fact that there is a shred of evidence that some climatic
hazards may actually fuel the conflicts. Also, the relationship between
drought and the durations of the conflicts is given by 0.34553. These
two results point to the fact that relationship exists between the two.

When the dummy variables for droughts vulnerability were, there
were no states in the seven hotspots states that could be classified as
“Very Vulnerable” to drought, so the “0Os” were recorded all through.
Even though most of them are classified as states as “Less Vulnerable”
to droughts, they still recorded a positive relationship (0.514896547
and 0.271101234) with duration and incidents respectively.
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In the 20 Group B states which are medium hotspots and low
droughts. There was a negative correlation (-0.092080105 and -
0.027007306) between states that are vulnerable to droughts and
duration and incidents respectively. The weak negative correlations
in these states — most of them in the South-South and South-East of
the country shows that droughts may not be too much of a factor
causing or triggering the conflicts in those parts of the country. The
fact that the coefficients are closer to 0 suggests there may be no
relationship between the conflicts and droughts in those areas. These
results seem to be in line with Butler & Gates (2012) who note that
high droughts discourage fighting.

In the 10 states in Group C which recorded the least of incidents
of farmer-herder conflicts yet are the most vulnerable to droughts
and desertification in the country. Most of these states are in the
Sahelian region of the country. The coefficients shows there are positive
relationships (0.216644561 and 0.259259259) between duration and
incidents of the conflicts. The data here points to the fact that there
may be evidence of likely conflicts in regions prone to droughts
between farmers and herders.

These results seem to be in line with the study carried out by
Maystadt, De Luca, Sekeris, and Ulimwengu (2014) which explores
the possible links between regional and monthly weather variation
and conflict in Somalia. Their work concludes that there is a strong
link between droughts, measured by temperature anomalies, and the
protracted unrest/conflicts in the Horn of Africa. And, as Adams,
Ide, Barnett and Detges (2018) observed that most studies in this
area tend to focus squarely on areas where violence already occurred.
Our study as shown by these results, however, rely on data from areas
historically vulnerable to conflicts — ethno-religious, electoral, or
communal riots — to be able to arrive at its conclusion.

In studying the spatial dimensions of farmer—herder conflict in
Nigeria, Madu & Nwankwo (2020) argue that since the regions prone
to eco-violence in Nigeria actually recorded the least incident of
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farmer-herder conflicts, there is no basis for the assertion that the
conflicts take droughts could instigate the farmer-herder violence.
Unlike, Madu & Nwankwo (2020), our study found evidence that
droughts can not only induce herder movement in search for greener
pastures, their movement also poses, or increases the chances of
clashes with farmers due to ever depleting land issues and resources.
This is because the states with the highest incidents and durations of
farmer-herder conflicts and those with the highest drought
vulnerabilities have higher risks of conflicts as our data show.

Summary and Conclusion

This paper situated and examined the impacts of climate hazards on
the incidents and durations of the farmer-herder conflicts in Nigerian
from 2014 to 2019. Relying on data from several conflicts and climate
databases, we found evidence that temperature, rainfall, and droughts
as climatic factors that influence the farmer-herder conflicts since
2014.

Based on the temporal analysis, we found the durations and
incidents of the conflicts tends to be higher during the dry and hot
seasons with little or no rainfall (December to around April). These
periods are very delicate, especially after poor harvests, severe crops
damage, or unusually low rainfall. The geographical analysis reveals
that the conflicts have hotspots in areas less vulnerable to droughts.
In areas with no droughts, our data shows there is no relationship
between droughts and the farmer-herder conflicts. Our data show that,
in areas highly vulnerable to droughts, there is evidence (albeit weak)
that climate hazards could trigger the conflicts.

The variables — temperature, rainfall, drought — were rigorously
dissected in this paper using a statistical procedure known as regression
technique to establish their relationships with the incidents and
durations of the farmer-herder conflicts from 2014 to 2019 in Nigeria.
Several recent studies by von Uexkull (2014), Fjelde and von Uexkull
(2012), Butler & Gates (2012), Madu & Nwankwo (2020), Adigun
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(2019), Maystadt, De Luca, Sekeris, and Ulimwengu (2014), Butler
& Gates (2012), Olsson (20106), Joiner, Kennedo, and Sampson (2012)
and Couttenier and Soubeyran (2014) have been done in the area of
climate-conflict link but there has been few which successfully
established the connections. Most of these studies found either weak,
insignificant, or no relationship between them. This study provides
evidence of the link between the hazardous climate and the farmer-
herder conflicts in Nigeria. Due to the conflicts” implications on food
security, government-funded ranches and irrigation systems should
be constructed across the country. Future studies can examine the
impacts of climate vulnerability on the ethno-religious polarization
of conflicts in Africa.

APPENDIX
RESULTS
1. Temporal Analysis
Temperature Rainfall Incidents  Duration
Temperature 1
Rainfall -0.09 1
Incidents 0.656 -0.392 1
Duration 0.459 -0.486 0.848 1
N=12
2. Geo-spatial Analysis
All States
Very Not Less
Vulnerable Vulnerable Vulnerable 1 D, 7 Incidents
Very
Vulnerable 1
Not
Vulnerable -0.297775 1
Less
Vulnerable  -0.442325868 -0.4097756 1
Vulnerable -0.249423298 -0.231068515  -0.343237617 1
Duration -0.30596674 -0.154539328 0.34099462  0.080070399 1
Incidents -0.241170378 -0.154179089 0.250658749 0.1231056  0.931259 1 N=37
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Group A: High Hotspots and Medium Droughts

Less Vulnerable  Vulnerable Incident  Durations

Less Vulnerable 1

Vulnerable -1 1

Incident 0.271101234 -0.271101234 1

Durations  0.514896547 -0.514896547 0.903655684 1 N=7

Group A: High Hotspots and Medium Droughts (With SPT)
Incidents SPI Duration

Incidents 1

SPI 0.152 1

Duration 0.904 0.346 1

N=7
Group B: Medium Hotspots and Low Droughts
Very Not Less
Duration Incidents ulnerable Vulnerable 1% Vulnerable
Duration 1
Incidents 0.920739159 1
Very Vulnerable #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 1
Not Vulnerable  -0.023406057  -0.038589903 #DIV/0! 1
Less Vulnerable  0.078181221  0.054014613 #DIV/0!  -0.816496581 1
Vulnerable -0.092080105 -0.027007306  #DIV/0! -0.272165527 -0.33333 1
N=20
Group C: Low Hotspots and High Droughts
Duration Incidents Very Vulnerable Not Vulnerable Less Vulnerable — Vulnerable

Duration 1

Incidents 0.216644561 1

Very Vulnerable  0.216644561  0.259259259 1

Not Vulnerable #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 1

Less Vulnerable #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 1

Vulnerable -0.216644561 -0.259259259 -1q #DIV/0! #DIV/0! 1

N=10
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Abstract

The reality in Nigeria today is the danger posed by centrifugal social forces that
has resulted in high rate of insecurity. The failure of past governments in their
¢fforts to address holistically, the security challenges confronting the country has
given rise to the growth of insecurity and their attendant challenges. The mayhem
unleashed by the Boko Haram Islamic sect on citizens of the country, particularly
in the Northeast geo-political zome had led to loss of lives, properties and the
displacement of  over 200,000 people in that part of Nigeria. Kidnapping,
rape, armed robbery, destruction of il facilities by Niger Delta militants alongside
the attacks carried out by perceived Fulani Herdsmen on some communities in
the North, Middle Belt and South of the country are also major security challenges
Jacing the country. As a result of the dynamics of these centrifugal social forces,
Nigeria has been listed among the terrorist countries of the world. Government
responses to these challenges have been a mixture of carrot-and-stick approach
that has not put an end to the menace. Rather, the rate of insurgency and in fact,
general insecurity in the country is becoming alarming with each passing day.
This paper contributes to the growing literature on this issue but, in addition,
argues that there should be re-conceptualization of government failed approach
in favour of a holistic and ideology driven approach. Relying strongly on secondary
source for its validated and authenticated study data, the paper adopted the
relative deprivation theory and argues that feeling of mass deprivation has resulted
in aggressive and violent behavior by a large proportion of Nigerian youths.
The resultant organized violent behavionr has found outlets in terrorism, banditry,
militancy among others. Concluding that insecurity has been the bane of stability,
growth and development in Nigeria, the paper recommended among others, that
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government should improve human, economic and security governance through
well tanght out policies and implementable programmes.

Keywords: Security, Terrorism, Insecurity, Boko Haram, Militants and Bandits

Introduction

Toward the dusk of the last millennium, unfolding events on the global
stage indicate that the 21 century would be characterized by twin
issues of security and terrorism. The September 11" 2" Al-Queda
terrorist attack on the World Trade Centre [WTC] in New York-USA,
the global economic meltdown and the collapse of the Asian Tigers
constitute the preamble to the problems of global insecurity as a result
of armed conflicts, militancy banditry and terrorism the nations of
the world are now passing through.

Violent agitation by social and ethnic groupings is not new in
Nigeria. Scholars such as Onigu (2016), Subruan (2009) and Richard
(2011) have all examined the bases of insecurity as a result of terror
attacks in Nigeria. The level of insecurity as a result of terrorism,
militancy and farmers/herders clashes, in the northern and southern
parts of Nigeria has created unprecedented security challenges. These
challenges according to Ewetan and Urhie (2014) ranges from
kidnapping, through suicide attacks to bombing, ritual killings,
politically motivated killings, ethnic clashes, armed banditry and in
recent times herdsmen attacks on farmers and communities. According
to Imhonopi and Urim (2012), both the Federal and the State
Governments in Nigeria have used force-for-force as well as carrot
and stick approach to deal with the challenges but insecurity seems to
be on the rise despite these concerted efforts. This development Egwu
(2011) has observed may not be unconnected with the rise in the
level of hatred among ethnic groups, religious intolerance by sectarian
religious groups, political rivalry and a growing youth population that
are increasingly disconnected with governance in the country. A report
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by the Open Society (2012), noted that the primordial tendencies of
various ethnics groups towards violence, the perennial eruption of
various ethnic militias such as the Niger Delta militias and the
inclinations of religious fundamentalists like Boko Haram group to
violence have all collectively aggravated the scale and widen the scope
of insecurity in Nigeria. The resultant destruction of infrastructure
as fall-outs of those violent attacks has taken the country many years’
backward as well as retarded industrial growth and socio-economic
development across the country.

This paper, within the context of Boko Haram, Insurgency,
Herdsmen Attacks, and Niger Delta Militancy explores the dynamics
of the security challenges confronting Nigeria. The first level of
analysis examines insecurity in Nigeria from the analytical tripod of
intolerant religious bigotry and terrorism under the guise of religious
fundamentalism championed by the Boko Haram insurgents. The
second analytical tripod examines insecurity induced by climate shift
which has resulted in increasing spates of Herdsmen/farmers clashes
across Nigeria due to diminishing natural resources. The third analytical
tripod examines insecurity rising from resource control agitators under
the guise of environmental activism, spear headed by various Militia
in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria. The activities of the various
actors represented in the above groups have not only aggravated the
level and scale of insecurity in Nigeria but also widened its scope, to
the point that insecurity now threatens the very fabric of national
integration as well as created an ecology of fear, disquiet and anxiety
across the country.

Conceptual Framework

The framework for conceptual analysis in this paper is anchored on
the concepts of security, terrorism and insecurity.
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The Concept of Security

Mc Grew (2008) asserts that the security of any nation is anchored
on two fundamental planks namely, (i) the maintenance as well as the
protection of the citizenry, and the nation’s economic interest against
external aggressions (if) promotions of an international order that
safeguards national core values, interest and social order. It is in this
regard that Omede (2012) sees security as a dynamic condition
involving the ability of a nation to counter threats to its core values
and interest. Garuba (20106) on the other hand sees security as the
capacity of the State to secure its territory against external attacks
through a network of security agencies as well as protecting the
democratic structures and the people by the military and police/
paramilitary agencies from internal upheavals arising from
unemployment, hunger and other socio-economic injustices.
Nwagboso (2012), notes that historically, security has been about
protecting people and that without this pre-occupation, security makes
no sense at all. Arguing along this line, Gaskin (20106) posits that the
primary duty of any government is to keep its citizen safe by
guaranteeing their security. He argues further that the raison d’étre for
the legitimacy and existence of any government is its ability to provide
adequate security and protect the society from anarchy. Dike (2010)
and Omede (2012) stretched this argument and narrowed it to Nigeria
by emphasing that security in Nigeria should be holistic and
incorporate the citizens as primary beneficiaries of every security
apparatus and deliverables the government can put on the table.
Drawing from the forgoing, security in this paper is conceptualized as
the effort by governments at all levels to strengthen its protective
capacity to contain internal and external aggression, control crime
and criminality, eliminate corruption, enhance genuine development,
preserve and ensure the safety of Nigerians at home and abroad, as
well as the protect the country’s sovereignty.
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The Concept of Terrorism

Even though the Oxford Advanced learner’s Dictionary (2010),
defines terrorism as the use of violent action to achieve political aims
or to force government to act, terrorism as a concept is not easily
defined. In spite of the volumes of scholarly work, there is no generally
accepted definition of the concept. According to Martin (2006), nearly
all the definitions explained terrorism emotively or polemically to
“arouse emotions rather than exercise intelligence”.

Terrorism is a dimension of insecurity. The US Commission on
War on Terror (2012) conceptualized the act of terrorism as a
premeditated use of violence by sub-national groups to secure political
or self-interest objectives through intimidation of people, attacks on
states, territories by bombing, hijacking and suicide attacks among
others. For Ogbonnaya and Ehigiamuose (2013), terrorism is seen as
a premeditated or politically motivated act of violence carried out
against non-combatant targets by sub-national groups or clandestine
agents. The US Commission on War on Terror (2012) identified two
types of terrorism viz: the domestic and the transnational terrorism.
Domestic terrorism involves activities of local terrorist within the
territory of a host country and their targets are fellow citizens, their
property, institutions and policies. Activities of Boko Haram terrorist
in Nigeria, Tamil Tigers in Srilanka are examples of domestic
terrorism. Activities of transnational terrorism on the other hand cut
across national boundaries and their victims’ and targets are institutions
and supporters of such institutions (Sander and Ender, 2018). The
Al-Queda sponsored US attack of 9/11/2001 is a classic example of
activities of transnational terrorism.

Similarly, terrorism is not easily classified. Writers and scholars
have come up with different classification based on their subjective
perspectives. Pumphrey (2012) classified terrorism within the context
of Revolutionary terrorism; Friendly Fire terrorism, False Flag
terrorism, and State Sponsored terrorism among others. According to
Galtung (1996) the form of terrorism determines the choice of the
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target and victims but diplomats, civilian, key state officials including
heads of government, airlines and key economic infrastructure top
the list of targets and victims. Laqueur (2017) predicted that the
terrorist of the post-cold war would be less ideological, more likely to
harbor ethnic grievance and harder to distinguish from other criminals.
This prediction seems to be unfolding in Nigeria today.

Causes of terrorism have been identified by Martin (2006) to
include psychological motivation, culture and religion. He argues that
psychological motivation is intertwined with poverty and economic
disadvantage that fueled terrorism. In this vein, Pumphrey (2012),
notes that statistics show that 15 percent of the world’s population
consumes 85 percent of global resources and that third world countries
are at the receiving end of this inequality. According to Galtung (19906)
culture and religion are the two causative factors of terrorism. He
argued that the tenets of certain cultures and religion encourage
violence, as religious fundamentalists believe that the end justifies
the means in achieving religious survival. For Eme and Jide (2012)
colonialism and nationalism with associated struggle for self-
determination are factors that trigger terrorism across the globe. They
pointed out that there exist a co-relational relationship between groups
perceived to be engaged in terrorist activities and their struggle for
self-determination. Drawing from the foregoing analysis, this paper
submits that poverty, economic deprivations, social and political
injustice are the potential trigger for terrorism.

The Reality of Terrorism in Nigeria

Francis (2000) notes that, prior to the Fourth Republic, terrorism was
a perception rather than reality in Nigeria. It was almost impossible to
conceive of Nigeria as host to terrorist activities a few years back let
alone the high level of terrorism being witnessed today. He argued
that knowledge of terrorism was restricted to newspaper stories and
headlines announcing terrorist attacks in countries like Pakistan, Iraq,
Somalia, Israel, Afghanistan, Sudan and Iran among others. The feeling
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of being secure pervaded Nigeria. Nigeria then did not experience
any terrorist attack like those that rocked Kenya and Tanzania in which
the Al Queda bombed the US Embassies in Tanzania and Kenya in
1998 killing 258 people and injuring more than 5,000. The narrative
has changed since 2010, when the country witnessed relentless terrorist
activities especially in the northern part of the country. Specifically,
some of the terrorist activities in Nigeria since 2010 include the
October 1* bombing of the Police Force Headquarters in Abuja in
2011, Christmas day bombing at St Theresa Catholic church Madalla
in Suleja, on December 25%2011, Easter day bombing in Kaduna
2012, bombing of United Nations building Abuja 2011, August 26™,
Kano bombing and bombings in Maiduguri 2012. FBI (2021) report
indicates that most attacks take place in northern and northeast
Nigeria. There has been an increase in insurgent attacks in Borno
State. However, there have been a significant number of attacks
elsewhere. Public places where crowd gather have been targeted,
including places of worship, markets, shopping malls, hotels, bars,
restaurants, football viewing centres, displacement camps, transport
terminals, government buildings, security and education institutions
(schools, further education colleges and universities are all regular
targets), and international organization. Attacks have taken place
around religious and public holidays in public and crowded places
including places of worship and during election periods.

In its March (2021) Report, the FBI documented some of the
most recent terrorist attacks perpetuated mostly by the Boko Haram,
but also the ISWAP and JASD]J to include:

e October 2016 — Boko Haram coordinated attacks on IDP
camps, market, places of worship and security force
installations in Borno and Adamawa states.

e February 16, 2018 — Detonation of devices by 3 Boko Haram
suicide bombers at a fish market in Konduga, Borno state. 19
people were killed and about 70 others injured.
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March 1, 2018 — Boko Haram terrorists, armed with light
weapons, anti-aircraft weapons and Rocket Propelled
Grenades (RPGs) conducted a well attack against a military
base in Rann, Borno state. 9 members of the Nigerian security
forces and 3 UN consultants were killed. Several others were
injured and some abducted.

October 31,2018 — Boko Haram conducted a raid on Dalori
IDP camp and surrounding communities near Maiduguri where
at least 8 people were killed and several women abducted.
November 18, 2018 — ISWAP conducted an attack against a
military base in Metele and a significant number of soldiers
were killed.

February 16, 2019 — JASD]J conducted a complex attack on a
mosque in southern Maiduguri killing up to 20 people.
February 23, 2019 — ISWAP conducted an indirect fire attack
against Maiduguri, focused on the West of the City in the area
around the airport and military cantonment.

June 17,2019 — Three Boko Haram suicide bombers detonated
their devices outside a hall in Konduga, Borno state where
football fans were watching a match on television. At least 30
people were killed and 40 injured.

February 9, 2020 — Boko Haram insurgents are reported to
have killed at least 30 people and abducted women and children
while sleeping in their vehicles during an overnight stop in
Auno town, on a major highway near Maiduguri.

June 9, 2020 — Boko Haram insurgents are reported to have
killed about 81 civilians in Felo village, Gubio LGA.

June 13, 2020 — Insurgents attack Munguno town, killing at
least 38 civilians and targeting the humanitarian hub located
in the town.

July 2, 2020 — Shots were fired at an UN Humanitarian Air
Service (UNHAS) flight in Damasak, Borno state.



Attacks have increased in frequency and casualty since 2014 and
includes the capture and control of local government areas around
Bama and Malam Faturi, establishment of their base in the Sambisa
Forest, attack on a hotel in Mubi, Adamawa state in 2014, abduction
of female students of Chibok, Dapchi, and Damaturu Government
Secondary Schools between 2014 and 2018 among other strikes. All
these forceful termination of lives, destruction of property, abduction
of young girls and turning them into sex slaves, abduction and killing
of aid workers and expatriates among others clearly indicates that
terrorism has firmed its tap root in Nigeria.

The Concept of Insecurity

Insecurity is the antithesis of security. Terrorism and insecurity are
the twin menace that has continued to threaten the corporate existence
of Nigeria. Achumba et al, (2013) argue that insecurity exist where
there is inability or lack of capacity to take defensive action against
forces that portend harm or danger to an individual or group, thereby
rendering them vulnerable. For Beland (2015), insecurity exist when
there is a state of fear or anxiety from a lack of protection. Beland
contends that physical insecurity is more visible and pervasive than
economic and social insecurity. According to Egwu (2009), the pattern
of insecurity in Nigeria has been regionalized. For instance, Militia
groups operate in the south, religious insurgency run havoc in the
north, kidnapping has free reign in the east and south, ritual killings in
the east and west, political and non-political assassinations across the
nation. Recently, the regional pattern of insecurity in the country has
given rise to regional security formation and vigilante groups across
the country in a bid to address the high rate of insecurity. Drawing
from the foregoing analysis, in this paper, insecurity is defined as a
chronic threat to human life, territories, state, religious beliefs, property
and institutions.
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Identified Causes of Insecurity in Nigeria

Analyst and scholars have examined different sources of insecurity.
Beland (2015), Egwu (2009), Achumba ez 4/, (2013) had earlier
identified emotional response to external threat, as well as threat from
within and threat to beliefs especially religion as sources of insecurity.
Achumba ez al, (2013) more recently and within the context of
Nigeria’s experience identified two major sources of insecurity in
Nigeria, namely insecurity resulting from remote factors and those
resulting from proximate factors. One of the remote causes of
insecurity identified by Achumba ¢z @/, (2013) is the cumulative effect
of bad governance as a result of corruption which over the years
have weakened the institutional framework in the country and rendered
them ineffective. In addition, Igbuzor (2011) noted that due to
weakened institutions, democratic accountability is lacking. This he
argues is manifested in the inability of government to provide basic
public goods to Nigerians. As a result of government failure, frustration
and discontents on the part of the citizenry find expression in violence
at the slightest provocation. Increase in crime, criminality and resultant
insecurity in Nigeria according to Hazen and Horner (2007) is a
response by the people to the perception that Nigeria has the resources
but entrenched corruption has created a state of poverty in the midst
of plenty.

Another identified remote cause of insecurity in Nigeria is the
perception of marginalization by the minority ethnic groups. Egwu
(2000) contends that the lifestyles exhibited by the political class is
out of tandem with the grinding poverty to which less connected
citizens are subjected. In addition, he argues that there are disparities
in the location of economic infrastructure, employment opportunities
and other safety nets skewed in favour of the dominant ethnic groups
and this state of inequality, unfairness and injustice has bred
discontents. Some ethnic groups in response have been forced to take
their destiny into their hands, as it is being played out in the Niger
Delta region. Ibrahim and Igbuzor (2002) and Salawu (2010) also
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identify the prevalence of the ethnic and religious crisis as a remote
source of insecurity in Nigeria. For Hazen and Horner (2007), these
crises continued to brew and throw up violence due to the existence
of imbalance in the social relations between one ethnic or religious
group and another. Adagba ¢ @/, (2012) in their contribution noted
that the root cause of ethno-religious conflicts in Nigeria is located
within the context of distribution of scarce resources, power,
expansion of religious territories and political offices. The development
of suspicion and fear between who gets what, when and how has
created a tendency towards violent confrontations to even scores
resulting in large-scale killings among ethnic and religious groups in
Nigeria.

Another remote but critical source of insecurity in Nigeria
identified by Adagba e# al., (2012) is the social disconnect between
the majority of citizens of the country, their leaders and the
government in power. The authors argues that whether the government
in power is military or democratically elected civilian, there exist a
gulf between them and the people. The gulf has widened with every
successive administration as their failures to address the socio-
economic needs of the citizens have bred a culture of mistrust and
resentment. Consequently, centrifugal forces have no difficulty co-
opting them to vent their anger on the perceived enemies of the people.
This demonstration of anger was put in full display when hoodlums
hijacked the “End Sars” protest, destroying the much needed and
vital national and private infrastructure and assets.

Nwagboso (2012), observed that one of the fallouts from the civil
war in Nigeria is the gradual and eventual breakdown of moral and
socio-cultural value system. He argues that this breakdown of socio-
cultural and communal value system resulted in exploitation of the
weak by the strong. The emerging zero- sum and corrupt value system
in Nigeria is anchored on the principle that might-is-right or the end-
justify-the means. All these tendencies have contributed to the
prevailing insecurity in the country. On the other hand, Achumba ez
al., (2013) noted that proximate causes include the existence of porous
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borders that enhance unimpeded inflow of heavy weaponry and hired
killers from the North Africa war zone to infiltrate Nigeria and used
as mercenaries. Rural urban drifts due to absence of economic
opportunities and environmental degradations that pollute land and
water that are the main sources of livelihood of rural people due to
oil spillage and the lack of CSR by the oil companies are factors that
cumulatively provoke social, unrest within their host communities,
while the terrorism that result creates insecurity across Nigeria.

Theoretical Framework

The theoretical framework that underpins this paper is the Relative
deprivation theory. Developed in the 1940s, the concept of relative
deprivation itself has a longer history in the social sciences. Tocqueville
and Marx in the 19" centutry used the idea of relative deprivation in
their respective analysis of the French revolution and the problem
associated with the rise of capitalism and personal property. However,
sociologist Samuel Stouffer (1900-1960) is credited with developing
relative deprivation theory after WW 1I. Subsequently, scholars like
Gurr (1970), Wilson (1973) and Morrison (1978) also made their own
variable contributions.

Relative deprivation refers to the idea that feeling of deprivation
and discontents are related to a desired point of reference (reference
groups). Feeling of relative deprivation arises when desires becomes
legitimate expectations and those desires are blocked by society.
Generally considered to be the central variable in the explanation of
social movements, relative deprivation theory is used to explain the
quest for social change that inspires social movements. The theory
enables us to understand why men rebel and just as frustration produce
aggressive behaviour on the part of the individual, so too does relative
deprivation predicts collective violence by groups especially those
members of the society who feel more frustrated and disgruntled by
social and economic conditions. According to Krahn and Harrison
(1992) relative deprivation theory is used to explain the root causes
of social movements and revolutions in the field of sociology.
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Proponents of the Theory

Some of the major proponents of relative deprivation theory are
Aristotle, Karl Marx, Bertrand de’ Tocqueville, Samuel Stouffer,
Simme Flynn, Quinn McMemar, Renois Likert, Linda Brown and
Townsend Patrict.

Basic Thrusts of the Theory

Among the basic thrusts of the theory that:(i) relative deprivation

predicts collective action by groups especially those members of the

society who feels more frustrated and disgruntled by social and
economic conditions.

(i) Relative deprivation is a conscious feeling of negative discrepancy
between legitimate expectation and present actualities (Wilson
1973).

(iii) Relative deprivation also leads to political violence. According
to Okanya (1999), political violence is the exercise of physical
force by individuals or groups so as to inflict injury or cause
damage to person or property with the intention of influencing
the political process.

(iv) The higher the extent of discrepancy that men see between what
they seek and what seem to be attainable, the greater their anger
and consequent disposition to aggression.

(v) Individuals and groups who lack some goods, services and
comforts are more likely to organize themselves collectively to
improve and defend their conditions (Morrison 1978).

(vi) Men who feels that they have many ways to attain their goals are
less likely to become angry when one way is blocked than those
who have few alternatives.

Major Strengths and Weakness

Relative deprivation theory provides researchers and policy makers
adequate paradigm in the effort to resolve a large volume of social
problems. For instance, the theory enhances our understanding of why
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men rebel. This is because just as frustration produces aggressive
behaviour on the part of the individual so too does relative deprivation
predict collective violence by groups especially those members of
society who feels more frustrated and disgruntled by social and
economic conditions. The theory also helps us to have a better
understanding of why there are frequent problems associated with
ethnic groups, regions or provinces that are fighting to address their
relatively deprived situations especially in federations where resources
and revenue are not well distributed. Unfortunately, relative
deprivation theory has come under strong attack for contradicting its
central idea which suggest that individuals or groups feel deprived
when their current circumstances are negative compared to the
situation of others. Critics have observed that whereas absolute
deprivation clearly leads to feeling of discontent and ultimately efforts
to effect social change, feelings of relative deprivation may or may
not definitely lead to the creation of social movements and collective
identity (Morrison 1971).

Application of Theory to the Study

Proponents of relative deprivation theory sees it as the main cause of
contflict, insecurity and violence in the society. Gurr (1970) for instance
defines relative deprivation as perceived discrepancy between men’s
value expectations and their capabilities. According to this theory,
the wider the extent of discrepancy that men see between what they
seeck and what seems to be attainable, the greater their anger and
consequent disposition to aggression. The theory further propose that
individuals and groups who lack some goods, services and comfort
are more likely to organize themselves collectively to improve their
conditions (Morrison 1978).

Relative deprivation theory unravels, albeit paradoxically, the
widening material gulf between the state and the masses in Nigeria.
This antagonistic divide is attributed, primary, to exploitation and
structural violence that manifests in the form of unjust policies,
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inequitable distribution of resources, unequal access to power, poverty
etc in the country. The class analysis framework of Marx and Engels
(1977) when employed to support the relative deprivation theory, can
best explain the endemic struggle at play between the exploiters (the
national elites) on the one hand and the exploited (mass of the citizens
of Nigeria) on the other hand.

Nigeria manifests in abundance the shortcomings of capitalism
Despite that that she generates billions of dollars annually from the
sale of crude oil and other resources, such earnings have been largely
mismanaged owing to the elites inadequate capacity for economic,
resource and sovereign governance. This has, in turn, exposed the
masses of the country to exploitation at various degrees. Major fallout
of Nigeria’s degenerating structural condition are rising insecurity and
underdevelopment as symptomatized by dwindling economic and
social conditions as well as the general state of anomie and tension at
the political realm.

Thus, amid the weakening structural conditions, conscious feeling
of negative discrepancy between legitimate expectation and present
activities as well as a growing army of people who lack some goods,
services and comfort, groups have increasingly began to organize
themselves collectively to improve and defend their conditions in
Nigeria. Utume(2005) has rightly observed a strong correlation
between suffering, deprivation or frustration on the one hand and
crime on the other and has argued that criminals carry out their acts in
reaction to socioeconomic deprivation imposed on them or their people
by the elite.Thus,the escalating security challenge as epitomized by
the tripartite conditions of terrorism, banditry and militancy clearly
reflects the structural state of affairs of the Nigerian state today.

The Dynamics of Nigeria’s Security Challenges

As highlighted earlier, this paper seeks to explore the dynamics of
Nigeria’s security challenges from the following perspectives:
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1. Insecurity as a result of Religious Intolerance and the rise of

Boko Haram insurgency
Agi (2018) notes that the issue of religion evokes heated debates and
creates division and insecurity than any other in Nigeria. This he
observed and explains why many religious sects and socio-political
groups exploit the fault line to unleash terror and create insecurity in
Nigeria. Prior to 1966, Coleman (2016) notes that incidents of religious
extremism and violence in Nigeria were uncoordinated and haphazard
in their occurrence and no direction from outside strategists. Those
that occurred at all were short-lived, collapsing at the appearance of
the military or police forces. He noted further that the narrative
changed between 1966-1979 with the emergence of provocative
Islamic religious teachings with external influence from Libya and
Yemen resulting in organized killings. These were in turn followed by
violent responses from government. The situation degenerated
between 1986-1996 when sectarian rivalry became prominent and
religious intolerance of other groups became the order of the day.
Within this period, 